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On February 28, 2019, David Campany, the new curator of the Biennale für aktuelle Foto	
  grafie, and 	
  photographer
	
   Anastasia Samoylova will give the keynote lecture at the opening of the international conference smart as photography – be an artist today! in Mannheim. The conference and the exhibition, held simultaneously at the Reiss-EngelhornMuseen, are a cooperative effort of the Biennale with ZEPHYR – Raum für Fotografie and
the Kulturamt der Stadt Mannheim, supported by the Kulturstiftung des Bundes.
Hardly any other medium influences our everyday life as strongly as the smartphone. We use it to
plan our daily routine, maintain our contacts and capture the most beautiful moments of our lives.
The immense number of users allows for undreamt-of possibilities in social, educational and,
above all, artistic practice. The international and interdisciplinary conference smart as photography – be an artist today!, which concludes the exhibition of the same name at the ReissEngelhorn-Museen, focuses on artists as smartphone users. National and international artists
and scientists will discuss issues that lead to a deeper understanding of smartphone photography.
David Campany's keynote at the conference is also his first public appearance as curator of the
2nd Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie, which will open exactly one year from now on February 28,
2020 under the title The Lives and Loves of Images. "The critical examination of images is a political matter, but also a great pleasure," emphasises David Campany. The lecture he will give at
the opening night of the conference together with photographer Anastasia Samoylova will explore
why photography is undergoing fundamental change, which artistic potential smartphone photography offers, and why there was already a need in the analogue world of the 19th century to use
images and communicate with them in the same way as we do today in the digital world.
Conference smart as photography – be an artist today!
February 28 – March 2, 2019 | Reiss-Engelhorn-Museen | Florian-Waldeck-Saal | Museum
Zeughaus C5 | 68159 Mannheim. Keynote lecture on February 28, 7pm – 8.30pm. The conference will be held in English and German. Participation in the conference is free of charge. In
order to help us with our planning, please register by telephone (+49 621 293 9264) or by e-mail
(smart@zephyr-mannheim.com). The complete conference programme is available in German
at biennalefotografie.de.
Participating speakers / artists: Cord Arendes | Douglas Busch | David Campany | Nathan Su,
Forensic Architecture | Dieter M. Gräf | Katrin Koenning | Yasmin Meinicke | Simon Menner | Ina
Neddermeyer | Rosa Roth | Anastasia Samoylova | Thomas Schirmböck | Joachim Schmid | Alistair Taylor-Young
Exhibition:
February 3 – March 3, 2019 at ZEPHYR – Raum für Fotografie in den Reiss-Engelhorn-Museen |
Museum Bassermannhaus C4.9 | 68159 Mannheim

	
  

About David Campany
David Campany (1967, London) lives and works in London as a writer, curator, artist and lecturer
in photography. Most recently, he curated the exhibition The Still Point of the Turning World:
Between Film and Photography at the FOMU Antwerp. His publications include So Present, So
Invisible – Conversations with Photographers (Contrasto, 2018), Walker Evans (Aperture Masters of Photography Series, Aperture, 2015), A Handful of Dust (MACK / Le Bal 2015) and essays
for museums and magazines such as MoMA New York, the Tate, the Centre Pompidou, Stedelijk
Museum, the Jeu de Paume, Frieze, Aperture, and Source. Among Campany’s awards as a writer are the ICP Infinity Award, the Royal Photographic Society’s award for writing and the German
Photobook Prize.
About the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie
The next Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie will take place from February 29 to April 26, 2020. Since
2005, the Biennale has established itself as one of the most important curated photo events with
international appeal in Germany. The Biennale is characterised by the conceptual work of the
guest curators, who come on board for two years and who are constantly addressing new aspects of contemporary photography while initiating dialogue with the invited artists, the RhineNeckar Metropolitan Region, the three cities hosting the event and with local, national and international visitors. The most important exhibition houses of the three cities are involved and their
specific profiles are included in the exhibition’s design. Cultural organisers and promoters from
the entire Metropolitan Region work closely together to make the Biennale happen. The Biennale
connects the three cities and their cultural institutions in an inter-city dialogue, a cooperation that
has set an example nationwide. In its latest edition, the Biennale had around 41 000 visitors.
Participating institutions in 2020: Forum Internationale Photographie (FIP) & ZEPHYR – Raum
für Fotografie in den Reiss-Engelhorn-Museen (Mannheim), Heidelberger Kunstverein, Kunsthalle Mannheim, Kunstverein Ludwigshafen, Port25 – Raum für Gegenwartskunst (Mannheim), Wilhelm-Hack-Museum (Ludwigshafen)
Press Contact:
Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie
Hendrik v. Boxberg / Press & Public Relations
T.: +49 (0)177-7379207, presse@von-boxberg.de
ZEPHYR – Raum für Fotografie
Markus Weckesser / Press
T.: + 49 (0)621 12 28 61 78, presse@zephyr-mannheim.de
www.biennalefotografie.de
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