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4 October 2018, Mannheim/Ludwigshafen/Heidelberg
David Campany appointed Curator of the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie 2020
	
  29 Feb – 26 Apr 2020 / Opening night: 28 Feb 2020
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After the successful first edition of the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie, which took place in 2017
as the successor to the Fotofestival Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-Heidelberg under the direction of
a curatorial team headed by Florian Ebner and Christin Müller, the 2nd Biennale für aktuelle
Fotografie will be curated by English writer and curator David Campany, as announced today by
the festival’s board. The 2nd Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie will take place between February
29 and April 26, 2020.
David Campany (1967, London) lives and works in London as a writer, curator, artist and lecturer in photography. Most recently, he curated the exhibition The Still Point of the Turning World:
Between Film and Photography at the FOMU Antwerp. His publications include So Present, So
Invisible – Conversations with Photographers (Contrasto, 2018), Walker Evans (Aperture Masters of Photography Series, Aperture, 2015), A Handful of Dust (MACK / Le Bal 2015) and essays for museums and magazines such as MoMA New York, the Tate, the Centre Pompidou,
Stedelijk Museum, the Jeu de Paume, Frieze, Aperture, and Source. Among Campany’s awards
as a writer are the ICP Infinity Award and the German Photobook Prize.

	
  David Campany: “I am 	
  thrilled to be	
   the curator of the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie 2020. I
have conceived exhibitions and written for around fifteen years, focused mainly on photography
but exploring its relation to the moving image, painting, drawing and sculpture. Many of my exhibitions make links between contemporary and historical practices, looking for continuities and
differences.
Linking six institutions, new commissions and a wide-ranging public programme, the Biennale
will explore the often-paradoxical feelings we have about the medium of photography, which has
come to symbolize the extremes of contemporary society. Personal, and public. Freeing, and
limiting. Expressive, and yet dominant.
We have real affection for photography, and it is a source of deep fascination, but at the same
time we are suspicious of its power and its manipulations. If we are dependent upon photographic images, this dependence gives us mixed feelings. If we were to teach young children about
photography – which we really should – we would teach them to appreciate it and enjoy it, but
also to be aware of its tricks, untruths and distractions.
There is a politics to the reconsidering of images, but great pleasure too.
Across three cities, the Biennale will introduce artistic practices that help us to think about how
this tension in photography is really a tension within ourselves.”
Dietrich Skibelski, chairman of the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie: “We are extremely pleased
about our cooperation with David Campany. Not only were we convinced by his recent curatorial
projects and the range of topics he has dealt with; his work as a writer and, in his own words, as
an “image maker” also fit very well with the many aspects that comprise the Biennale: exciting

	
  

exhibitions, a varied supporting programme and the opportunity to initiate a broad and deep
discourse about the photographic medium. His experience in the transmission of art and his
direct connection to the young art scene, attained through his 25 years as a university lecturer,
provide a lot of impetus to our project, which is why we are looking forward to the 2020 Biennale.”
In 2017, the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie took place for the first time as the successor to
the Fotofestival Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-Heidelberg. Since its inauguration in 2005, the festival
has become one of the most important curated photography events with international renown in
Germany. The Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie is characterised by the conceptual work of the
guest curators, who come on board for two years and who are constantly addressing new aspects of contemporary photography while initiating dialogue with the invited artists, the metropolitan region, the three cities hosting the event and with local, national and international visitors.
The most important exhibition houses of the three cities are involved and their specific profiles
are included in the exhibition’s design. Cultural organisers and promoters from the entire metropolitan region work closely together to make the Biennial happen. The Biennale connects the
three cities and their cultural institutions in an inter-city dialogue, a cooperation that has set an
example nationwide. In its latest edition, the Biennale had around 41 000 visitors.
Previous curators were:
2017: Florian Ebner, Christin Müller, Fabian Knierim, Boaz Levin, Kerstin Meincke und Kathrin
Schönegg
2015: Urs Stahel
2013: Andréa Holzherr
2011: Solvej Helweg Ovesen und Katerina Gregos
2009: Esther Ruelfs und Tobias Berger
2007: Christoph Tannert
2005: Hansjoachim Nierentz
Participating institutions in 2020: Heidelberger Kunstverein, Kunsthalle Mannheim, Kunstverein Ludwigshafen, Port25 – Raum für Gegenwartskunst (Mannheim), Wilhelm-Hack-Museum
(Ludwigshafen), Zephyr – Raum für Fotografie in den Reiss-Engelhorn-Museen (Mannheim)
Press Contact:
Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie
Hendrik v. Boxberg / Press & Public Relations
T.: +49 (0)177-7379207, presse@von-boxberg.de
www.biennalefotografie.de
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