Press Release
March 17, 2020, Mannheim/Ludwigshafen/Heidelberg
The Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie 2020 is now offering a virtual tour of the exhibition houses in
Ludwigshafen, which have been temporarily closed since last Thursday, at
www.biennalefotografie.de. The further exhibition venues of the Biennale in Mannheim and Heidelberg, which are closed as of today, will soon also be available for digital visits. The virtual tour
enables interested parties to experience the exhibitions of the Biennale fully in digital form. The
Biennale is reacting to the decisions of the three cities to close cultural institutions for the time
being as a precautionary measure. The measure is intended to help stem the spread of the
coronavirus.
+++++ The Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie 2020 is supported by the three cities of Mannheim,
Ludwigshafen and Heidelberg, with BASF SE as premium sponsor and many other supporters
contributing to the strengthening of photography in the Rhine-Neckar region. +++++
As part of the Biennale, which opened two weeks ago with great acclaim, six thematic exhibitions entitled
The Lives and Loves of Images explore the inner workings of images and our ambivalent relationship to
photography. Until April 26, 2020, English curator David Campany presents contemporary and historical
works by around 70 international artists and photographers in six venues in Mannheim, Ludwigshafen
and Heidelberg. Minister of State for Culture Monika Grütters is patron of the Biennale 2020. The virtual
tour will initially include the exhibitions When Images Collide at Wilhelm-Hack-Museum and All Art is Photography at Kunstverein Ludwigshafen. Further exhibitions in Mannheim, Reconsidering Icons at Forum
Internationale Photographie (FIP) & ZEPHYR – Raum für Fotografie in den Reiss-Engelhorn-Museen
(Mannheim), Between Art and Commerce at Port25 – Raum für Gegenwartskunst (Mannheim), Walker
Evans Revisited at Kunsthalle Mannheim and Yesterday's News Today at the Heidelberger Kunstverein
will follow shortly.
The dialogue series Photography & Science will also be cancelled until further notice. All previous
discussions have been recorded and will be made available online in addition to the opening event
with Anton Corbijn and Robin Curtis, which can be already viewed on the Youtube channel of Heidelberg University (www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAXY3HO3LBY). The series of talks with prominent
participants, which focuses on the relationship between artistic photography and science, has accompanied the Biennale since mid-January. On three upcoming dates, Andrea Diefenbach was to
meet Hans Jäger, the artist duo Broomberg & Chanarin to meet Grischka Petri, and Armin Linke and
Estelle Blaschke to meet Sabine Süsstrunk. At present, attempts are being made to postpone all
three talks until a later date. The dialogue series Photography & Science is a cooperation between
the Institut für Europäische Kunstgeschichte (IEK) at Heidelberg University, the DeutschAmerikanisches Institut Heidelberg (DAI) and the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie, and is supported
by the Alfried Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach-Stiftung, the Friedrich Stiftung and the City of Heidelberg. All the dates can be found on www.fotografieundwissenschaft.de (in German).
Catalogue
The Biennale is accompanied by a catalogue (in German and in English) published by Kehrer
Verlag Heidelberg Berlin with texts by David Campany and the participating artists on the six exhibitions of the Biennale 2020. The catalogue is available for 19.90 € (plus shipping) at
info@biennalefotografie.de and for 25 € in bookstores.

Artists
Dennis Adams, Claudia Angelmaier, Adam Broomberg & Oliver Chanarin, Jean-Marc Caimi & Valentina Piccinni, David Claerbout, Jojakim Cortis & Adrian Sonderegger, Jeff Cowen, Julia Curtin, Tim
Davis, John Divola, Stéphane Duroy, Walker Evans, Camille Fallet, Joan Fontcuberta, Pablo Genovés, George Georgiou, Hein Gorny, Sara Greenberger Rafferty, Richard Hamilton, Darren HarveyRegan, Aaron Hegert, Sohrab Hura, David Jiménez, Lisa Kereszi, Christoph Klauke, Steffi Klenz,
Kensuke Koike, Justine Kurland, Sherrie Levine, Mark Lewis, Ute Mahler & Werner Mahler, Michael
Mandiberg, Josh Murfitt, James Nares, Antonio Pérez Río, Max Pinckers & Dries Depoorter, Max
Pinckers & Sam Weerdmeester, Jessica Potter, Patrick Pound, Peter Puklus, Timm Rautert, Sebastian Riemer, RaMell Ross, Thomas Ruff, Mark Ruwedel, Anastasia Samoylova, Martina Sauter,
Maurice Scheltens & Liesbeth Abbenes, Bryan Schutmaat, Stephen Shore, Peter Sorge, Eva Stenram, John Stezaker, Daniel Stier, Clare Strand, Batia Suter, Nick Waplington, Christopher Williams,
Vanessa Winship, Stanley Wolukau-Wanambwa, Thomas Wunsch, Ewa Monika Zebrowski
Participating institutions
Forum Internationale Photographie (FIP) & ZEPHYR – Raum für Fotografie in den Reiss-EngelhornMuseen (Mannheim), Heidelberger Kunstverein, Kunsthalle Mannheim, Kunstverein Ludwigshafen,
Port25 – Raum für Gegenwartskunst (Mannheim), Wilhelm-Hack-Museum (Ludwigshafen)
About the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie
Since 2005, the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie has established itself as one of the most important
curated photo events with international appeal in Germany. The Biennale is characterised by the
conceptual work of the guest curators, who come on board for two years and who are constantly
addressing new aspects of contemporary photography while initiating dialogue with the invited artists, the Rhine-Neckar Metropolitan Region, the three cities hosting the event and with local, national and international visitors. The most important exhibition houses of the three cities Mannheim,
Heidelberg and Ludwigshafen are involved and their specific profiles are included in the exhibition’s
design. Cultural organisers and promoters from the entire Metropolitan Region work closely together to make the Biennale happen. The Biennale connects the three cities and their cultural institutions in an inter-city dialogue, a cooperation that has set an example nationwide.
Further information and current image material for the Biennale can be downloaded from
the press section at www.biennalefotografie.de
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